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IT's ONG 
DANGEROUS 
TIME. ok 


BUT << 
THIS MAY BE OUR 
CHANCE AT LONG 


7 'T DOESN'T 
{ HAVE TO 
L 


AST FOREVER. 
JUST LONG 
ENOUGH. 


THERESE IS 


POWERFUL. AND Wen 


THAT SHE ISN'T IN) 
IMMEDIATE DANGER OF 
STARVIVG TO DEATH, 

SHE MAY HAVE TIME 
ENOUGH TO 
RESTORE US. 


EVEN A 
TIGER’S CARCASS 
WON'T LAST 
FOREVER. 


CONSIDER THIS 
THOUGH, MR. IVES. SHE’S 
BECOMING BESTIAL. 
SAVAGE. 


WHO CARES WHAT BECOMES OF 
HER? ULTIMATELY, SHE'S DISPOSABLE, 
LIKE THE OTHERS. WE HAVE TO HARDEN 
OUR HEARTS AND THINK OF THE 
GREATER GOOD. SOMETHING 
CONSIDER. 


od ee) 
THE PLAN Is, “N 
OUR EXPOSURE TO HER 
|S SUPPOSED 10 PURIFY 
US. BUT IT SEEMS MoRE LIKE 
\ HER EXPOSURE TO US IS 
\ DIMINISHING HER. 4 


| Qwnce uPoN A | 
TIME THERE 
| WAS A DISTANT 
(a) 


YOU'VE 

BEEN QU/ET 

FOR ALONG 
TIME. 


IS THAT 
ALL? DON'T 
YOU HAVE NO 
MORE TO TELL 
ME? 


FIGURE OUT THE 
weet MY 


7 ai 


WE'RE ~~ 
HERE, GIVE yOu 
DARIEN! TIME TO PREPARE 
— ME ¢ FOR THE REALLY 
NZ BUT WE . 
VA hs : 4 


i HARD PART. 


° 
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BOTH 
ARE NEEDED 
FOR THE OLD 


Chapter CUBS = MAGIC. A 
in TOY 1) \ ONE TO 
= SPILL THE BLOOD, 
ONE 10 CATCH 


AMBROSE? 


LL THE 
BOOKS AND LEGENDS 
SAY THE FISHER KING 
HAS TO MAKE A PERILOUS 
CHOICE BETWEEN ONE 


OR THE OTHER. 4 
BUT WHAT 
IF THAT'S NOT THE 
CASE? 


7 wat IF THAT MAKES 


THE REAL VY MORE SENSE TO ME. 
CHOICE TO CHOOSE NOTHING \ 
1S TO TAKE |!S/NDEC/S/ON, THE 
UP BOTH, OR A_ TRUE ENEMY OF 
NEITHER? DARING. 


DO YOU THE CUP WILL 
KNOW WHAT I SAVE ME, WHICH 
THINK? MEANS THE BLADE 
T BE FOR 


Mus 
you. 


EVERYONE 
ELSE IS TOO 
FAR AWAY TO 


YOU'RE THE 
| ONLY ONE WHO 
CAN, NOBLE 
SON. 
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THAT'S SO \|V SORRY, KIDDO, Z_f ONE CAN LIVE, 
. OBVIOUS. JI BUT IT WAS ALWAYS ; OR BOTH WILL PM 
A STORY OF Ye SURELY.., 
SACRIFICE. - 
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Y LEADER HAS 
\ RESPONSI- 
DA BILITIES. 
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GOOD News, Your } 
| HIGHNESS! 4 


THESE LOOK 
FAMILIAR, 


/ Jom 8 
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HE SHOULDN'T 
GE HERE! 
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YOU 
CAN'T MAKE 
ME DO 
THAT. 


MAYBE FIND Y THAT 
ENOUGH STUFF COULD 
TO BUILD A», WORK. 


IT'S ONLY 
THE GROWNUPS' 
JOB TO SAVE THE 

DAY. 


AND THEY 
DON'T SURRENDER 
TO DO IT. NOT IN THE WOLF 
FAMILY. THEY FIND A 
WAY TO WIN. 


DAD 
ALWAYS SAID 
SO, A MILLION 


DID YOU 
THINK OF THAT, 
AMBROSE? HUH? 

DID'JA2 


ALL I 
HAVE TO DO IS 
FIND ANOTHER 

WAY. 


A POOR, LOST 
LOST PUPPY, ' YOUR EYES, 
J oe KE HUH? 


THAT'S OKAY, 
WE'RE AZZ ALITTLE | 
BANGED UP ON “TEAM 
DARE.” 


SEE? } 
BETTER WITH SOM 
CUSHIONING. 4 


f 


NOW ALL WE GOTTA DO I BET WE ONLY 
IS BUILD A RAFT. GRAB HAVE TO GET A LITTLE BIT 
THERESE FROM THE BAD AWAY FROM THIS STINKY 
TOYS AND GET FAR AWAY, PLACE BEFORE BOTH 
BEFORE WE BOTH THERESE AND I CAN THEN WE'RE 


WE'VE GOT 
A SECRET WEAPON, 
THOUGH. i, A MIGHTY 
~ MINI POOL TABLE! T 
WANTED ONE OF THESE 
FOR EVER AND EVER! 


MR. SMARTYPANTS! 
YOU DON'T KNOW 
EVERYTHING! 


I ‘ 
FIGURED IT 
ALL OUT ON 


TO COME 
THAT WAS THE ” up WITH A BETTER 


REAL TEST ALL (6) 
ALONG. nie oe 


FIRST T 
CATCH A FISH 
SO THERESE 
AND I DON'T 

CROAK. 


CRAP PIES. 
THE PLASTIC WORM 
=> ISN'T WORKING. 


WE STILL 
HAVE THE STICK, 
WHICH MAKES A 
ALLY COOL A 


ALITTLE 
CLOSER. y 
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T'LL BET 
AMBROSE DIDN'T 
THINK OF THIS BECAUSE 
YOU CAN'T LEARN IT INA 


OOK. YOU HAVE TO 
WATCH REAL INDIANS 
ON TV SHOWS! 


THAT'S JUST 
CHEATING! 


A DIFFERENT WAY, 
FAIR AND SQUARE, 
BUT YOU--! 


' ip 
DON'T WANT 4 
TO DIE. { 
<a +S 


CAN'T I 
 & 


ALITTLE MORE 
By rinst? 


| MINUTES, OR PERHAPS 
av 2 HOURS PASS. 


LEADER ae HE 
DER T 
DO ITYOUR | RESPONSIBILITY, 
WAY. RIGHT? 


SITTING THE ONE 
HERE ALL ALONG, " THING IN TOYLAND 
RIGHT IN FRONT , THAT ISN'T A 

F ME. TOY. 


L7/ EXCEPT ‘sy I UNDER- 
/ I THOUGHT Y STAND NOW. WE 
| MAYBE YOU NEEDED BOTH | I 
MEANT THE SWORD AND FOUND THE 
ME. THE CUP. 


CAN'T 
HAVE PRISSY 
THERESE GETTING 
SAND IN HER 
DINNER. 
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HOW CAN 
I DONT, IF IT'S 


SANDCASTLE 
BUCKET. 


EAD TOO? 


FIGURE THAT 
OUT ON MY OWN, 
“ies IN MY 


OR DID YOU PUT 


J ‘HE HOURS SLIP AWAY IN THIS LAND 
“ OF ENDLESS, MISTY TWILIGHT. 


STILL NOT 
ANSWERING? 


YOUR CUP'S 
wee ALL READY, 
LA THERESE. 


NEXT: 
THE RETURN 


On THE SECOND SECOND 
SHOE DAY, IN THE MONTH 
OF BASALT, THERE WAS A 
GREAT SLAUGHTER IN THE 
EMERALD CITY. 
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‘They SAY A GREAT 
AVALANCHE CAN 
g START FROM A SINGLE 
LOOSE ROCK. 


CHOP oe 

[INTO THEM e6p UNTIL 
/\WITH CHOPPY every MISERABLE 

-\__ FERVOR! 
HEAD |S SEPARATED 
Qa FROM 16 DESPICABLE, 

ey IGNOBLE, LICE- 
\. RIDDEN PEASANT & 

BODY! 


/ AND HAVE THEM CIRCLE THE AREA 


NO ONE WHO'S 
SEEN MY HUMILIATION 
\ MAY LIVE TO TELL 
; ABOUT IT! 


CAPTAIN, HAVE THE 
AIR PATROL SEARCH AMONG 
THE CORPSES FOR SURVIVORS 
AND THOSE FAKING DEATH! _, 


ALL FLYING 
MONKEYS ARE 
GROUNDED AND 
IN HIDING. 


Y OKAY, I'M SENSING S 
SUCCESS ACROSS 
THE BOARD. 


Ls 
FP ennes, 
THERE'S NO A/R 


COVER AT ALL 


AND YOU'RE 
CONTROLLING EVERY ONE 
OF US THROUGH THE 

GOLDEN CAP? 


NO, JUST THE < 
OFFICERS SO FAR, USING ‘je 
THEM TO COMMAND THE RANK 
AND FILE IN THE OLD-FASHIONED 
WAY OF BARKING 
ORDERS. 


I BELIEVE 
I COULD EASILY 
DIAL THE CAP UP TO 
ELEVEN AND DIRECTLY 
CONTROL EACH 
\ AND EVERY 
‘MONKEY... 


" «BUT ™ 

f_ I DON'T WANT 
TO GO MAD AND 

DRUNK WITH 


~ 
' ARE YOU GOING TO _ YEAH, ABOUT 


a HAVE US ATTACK THE GROUND f THAT. I'D PREFER TO 
ja ZEN [ ARMIES? I SUGGEST AN ALL- $8 Ya | _] \ MAKE THIS A NOT TOO 
Chai \ OUT BL/TZKRIEG, WHILE THE SOAKED IN BLOOD 
Ce ELEMENT OF SURPRISE IS Le) REVOLUTION. 


STILL WITH US. 


\e aS ~ y S 
jak . << . 
is Se OSs 4 
: . e@e 
‘eS: 


a i) 
y= WITHTHE SN I WANT TO 
ay: ADVANTAGE OF THE FIND SOME WAY TO 


HIGHER GROUND, WE 
COULD DESTROY 
THEM IN DETAIL. 


USE YOUR FORCES 
TACTICALLY, BUT 
NOT MURDEROUSLY. 


MY BOYFRIEND IS STILL HOPING 
Béhln nice oe Sule barns Oe 
COUP, BUFKIN? OR 
OF CASUALTIES. SHOULD WE SUMMON 
THE ARMIES OF 


THE AIR? 


WE DON'T 
HAVE ANY 
CHOICE 
NOW. 


| = ) 


JUST 
GOT WORD IN FROM 
HANGING ROPE, BUFKIN. 
THE NOME KING WENT 
CRAZY. HE'S KILLING 
EVERYONE |N THE 
‘5 EMERALD CITY. 


YIKES! 


WHY WOULD 
HE DO THAT? WHY 
WOULD ANY DESPOT 
DO THAT? 
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——X . I WANTED A 
& 4% DEFTLY-OUTMANEUVER- 
“2S Beds THE-ENEMY KIND OF WAR, BUT 
ROQUAT CHOSE A KILL-THEM- 
ALL KIND OF WAR. 


TIE 
ALWAYS GOES 
TO THE S/CKER 

PUPPY. 


“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY (egy? x nace oo 


ina contemporary setting.” 


& The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction 


~ “We hope this series lasts happily ever after.” 4 
\ = WIZARD 


“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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WINNER OF TWO EISNER AWARDS wien } 2 a 
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